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He hath no form nor comeliness;
And when we ^hall see him,
There is no beauty that we should desire him.
He is despised and rejected of men ;
A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief :
And we hid as it were our faces from him ;
He was despised and we esteemed him not."
Not only does the redeeming power spring where nothing
is expected, but it also reveals itself, as this passage
shows, in a form which to the Epimethean judgment
contains no special value. In Spitteler's description of
the symbol's rejection there can hardly have been any
conscious reference to the Biblical model, or one would
certainly be able to trace it in his words. It is much
more likely that he too created from -those same depths,
whence prophets and creative minds call up the redeeming
symbol.
The appearance of the Saviour signifies a reconciliation
of the opposites:
" The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb,
And the leopard shall lie down with the kid ;
.And the calf and the young lion and the fatling together,
And a little child shall lead them.
And the cow and the bear shall feed ;
Their young ones shall lie down together:
And the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp,
And the weaned child shall put his hand on the cocka-
trice' den,"—Isaiah, n, 6 flf.
The nature of the redeeming symbol is that of a child (the
" wonderchild " of Spitteler), i.e. child-likeness or an attitude
which assumes nothing is of the very nature of the symbol
and its function. This " childlike" attitude carries with
it the condition eo ipso that, in place of self-will and
rational purposiveness, another guiding principle shall
have effect whose Divinity is synonymous with * superior
power'. The guiding principle is of an irrational nature,

